
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:  
Sharing the Planet-An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite 

resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the 
relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

 

- Central idea :  
     Living things change and have a place in our world. 

 

summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

For the summative assessment students will pick an animal and create a model of the correct 
habitat including all three basic needs. 

**Home connection: Each student picks a plastic animal to take home and create a 
habitat for it.  Students can complete these at school if needed.  Take a picture of each 
to include in IB folder. 

 

Student initiated action: 

The students will know how to care for different animals. 

They will be curious about new bugs that they learn about. 

 

 

 

Class/grade: Pre-Kindergarten                          Age group:4-5 year 

School:Mountainview Elementary                              School code: 6510 

Title: Sharing the Planet 

Teacher(s):  Johnson, Green 

Date: March 30 - May 28, 2020 

Proposed duration:  9 Weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

                 Change, Causation, Responsibility, Reflection 

Related concepts: Cycles, Relationships 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 
·          Changes that occur in living things. 

·          The responsibility of humans towards animals and other living things. 

·         Relationship between living things and their habitats and resources 

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

·         What changes do living things go through? 

·         How do humans help animals? 

·         Why do animals and other living things need habitats? 

·          What are the similarities and differences between night and day? 

·          What are the similarities and differences between when you were a baby and now? 

·          What are the different activities you can do in different kinds of weather? 

 Provocation: 

The teacher will bring in pictures from each stage of their life cycle. 



3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

·          Discuss previous experiences with bugs and animals. 

·          Attempt to match baby stage of creature to adult stage creature. 

·          We will do a KWL chart/I see, I think, I wonder to show evidence of prior knowledge of 
habitats. 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

·          Use Frogstreet animal to habitat matching game to show they know which animal belongs in 
which habitat. 

·          Putting life cycles in order correctly in the science center. 

·          Journaling what they observe on outside walks. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving 
questions? 

 ·          Students will make pasta life cycle for butterflies. 

·          Students will make life cycle books of the frog and ladybug. 

·          The pretend and learn center will be to play family and go through the different life stages of a human. 
They will also practice bedtime routine to connect to day and night. 

·          We will observe ladybugs and butterflies outside. 

·          Students will identify insects based on the insect checklist. 

·          Students will use hand lens to observe parts of insects. 

·          Students will use playdough to create models of bugs and insects. 

·          Students will read books about bugs and life cycles. 

·          Students will watch videos of the life cycle of butterflies. 

·          Students will read the Lorax and discuss how to take care of natural resources. 

            Students will journal about how to take care of and conserve natural resources. 

           Students will journal and act out day and night events and activities.  

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

·          Thinking skills/synthesis:  The students will match animals to their habitats 
using the Frogstreet game. 

·          Research skills/observe: Students will collect and observe insects from the 
Mountainview Park. 

·          Communication skills/writing: Students will draw in their journals and 
dictate to teacher about life cycles. 

·          Knowledgeable: The students will develop the natural curiosity by 
collecting and researching insects. 

·          Caring: The students will show respect to animals and other living things 
by taking care of them. 

·          Balanced: The students will see and experience change in and around 
them. 

Attitudes: Empathy, Commitment, Appreciation, Respect 

  



 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

·          Materials:  songs related:  Ants Go Marching, Itsy Bitsy Spider, Insect Body Part Song, etc. 

·          Audio/visual:  United streaming videos 

·          Art:  construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, crayons, paint 

·          Literature:  Theme 8 and 9 Frogstreet books, other theme related books. 

·          Classroom environment:  The centers will relate to animal and human attributes.  We will have a pet shop, veterinarian’s office, and other projects related to the theme. 

 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry?  

Community: Field Trip to the Cameron Park Zoo 

 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ 
understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the 
planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included. 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a 
more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and 
the transdisciplinary theme?  

 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want 
to learn?” 

Change- 

Causation- 

Responsibility-  

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary 
skills?  

   Thinking skills/synthesis:  

 Research skills/observe:  

 Communication skills/writing:  

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

In each case, explain your selection.  

   Knowledgeable:  

 Caring:  

Balanced:. 

 

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and 
highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” 
and highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in 
driving the inquiries.  

 

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability 
to reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

 

Social Studies Guidelines: 

7.A.3 Connects their life to time, events, and routines. 

7.C.1  Identifies common features in the natural environment. 

 

 

 

Science Guidelines: 

6.A.4  Discusses sources of energy. 

6.B.1  Observes, investigates, describes, and discusses the characteristics 
of organisms. 

6.B.2  Describes life cycles of organisms. 

6.B.3  Observes, investigates, describes, and discusses the relationship of 
organisms to their environment. 

6.C.1  Discusses earth materials and uses. 

6.C.4  Demonstrates the importance of caring for our environment and our 
planet. 
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